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Seasons Greetings from LSU Perio !

Congratulations
So many of the LSU faculty members go
above and beyond in their efforts to enhance
education for our students and residents.

.

Recently, Dean Henry Gremillion singled out
and recognized the work of Dr. Jessica Owens, Director for Predoctoral Perio education
at LSU . Dr. Owens led the effort to offer the
first-ever multi-disciplinary Objective Structured Clinical Examination (OSCE) for thirdyear dental students. OSC exams are tests
that assess clinical skills and competencies,
allowing for increased clinical analysis by students.

We would like to take moment to send our best wishes
to you and your families. May your holiday season and
the new year be filled with much joy, happiness and
success.

The program is designed to eventually change
the way students are tested and may become
utilized in state and regional licensing exams.
(see full story about OSCE on next page)

Save the Date- Annual LSU Perio CE Event: Friday, June 8, 2018
We are pleased to announce that Henry Greenwell, DMD, JD, MSD, FACD will be our featured
speaker at this CE Event. Dr. Henry Greenwell received his dental degree from the University of
Louisville in 1977, and a Certificate in Periodontics and Master’s degree from Case Western Reserve University in 1982. He became a Diplomate of the American Board of Periodontology in
1996. Currently Dr. Greenwell serves as Professor and Periodontics Section Head in the Department of Oral Health and Rehabilitation at the University of Louisville School of Dentistry and as Director of the Graduate Periodontics Program. Dr. Greenwell was elected as a Director of the American Board of Periodontology and
served from 2005 to 2011 and as Chairman in 2011. He also served as the Perio Commissioner on the Commission on
Dental Accreditation from 2010 to 2014 and as Chairman of the Periodontics Review Committee for CODA.
The title of his presentation will be: The Role of Allografts in Implant Soft and Hard Tissue Site Development. He will
discuss the following topics: Implant Soft Tissue- Acellular dermal matrix vs. connective tissue grafting, establishing soft
tissue contours: soft tissue alone or combined with osseous grafting. Implant Site Development- Ridge Augmentation:
Clinical and Histologic findings pertaining to choices of different graft materials and membranes. Ridge Preserva-

tion: Clinical and Histologic findings pertaining to choices of different graft materials and membranes.
If time permits, he will also discuss various root coverage procedures including coronally positioned flap with acellular dermal matrix, coronally positioned tunnel with acellular dermal matrix and connective tissue grafts vs acellular dermal matrix. More details will be sent later in the spring. Come join us for this excellent presentation.

Objective Structured Clinical Examinations (OSCE)– Why are they important?
After hearing that our Post Grad Perio Director, Dr. Angela “Toula” Palaiologou conducted OSCE’s this fall for
our perio residents and upon learning that Dean Henry Gremillion lauded the work or Dr. Jessica Owens, in leading the charge to bring this testing method to the D3 students, I decided to explore the OSCE concept and write a
column to keep our alumni abreast of the many changes happening in dental education and testing and in particular at LSUSD.
OSCE defined- An OSCE is a modern] type of examination often used in health sciences. It is designed to test
clinical skill performance and competence in skills such as communication, clinical examination, medical and denDr. Jessica Owens
tal procedures, prescription, exercise prescription, radiographic positioning, radiographic image evaluation and interpretation of results.
It is a hands-on, real-world approach to learning that keeps examinees engaged, allows them to understand the key factors that drive the
dental and medical decision-making process, and challenges the professional to be innovative. It reveals their errors in case-handling and
provides an open space for improved decision-making, based on evidence-based practice for real-world responsibilities.
Dr. Owens led the task force to develop and implement the OSCE for D3 students at LSUSD. According to her, Canada already uses
this method of testing for licensing exams. The National Dental Examining Board (NDEB) of Canada’s OSCE is presented as a written, multiple-choice examination that presents stimulus materials in multiple stations. Colorado and Minnesota already accept this exam for initial
dental licenses. According to her, the ADA is now playing a central role in test development.
Dr. Owens said that in post grad perio, there were 20 stations with case scenarios ranging from post
op complications and medical emergencies to diagnosis and treatment planning. The residents did not
use their names during the exam, but instead had a number assigned to make this as objective as possible. After they took the test, they were required to complete a self-assessment. She said that she
thinks that LSU Perio will continue developing the OSCE so the faculty can make sure the perio residents are getting exposure to all sorts of cases as well as medical emergency situations.
Dr. Palaiologou said, “We introduced this type of examination to our postgraduate curriculum for
the first time to improve objective feedback of clinically based periodontal knowledge and to allow for
resident self-assessment.“ She added that this was a pioneering effort from the post grad perio program because very few other programs have implemented it. The results will be presented at the
American Dental Education Association (ADEA) annual session in Orlando, FL in March. She stated that
the faculty and residents worked very hard to complete this unique exam. Both Dr. Owens and Dr. Palaiologou are excited to participate
in developing OSCE’s because it positions LSUSD as a leader in curriculum development and in testing.

2017 AAP in Boston- Dr. Palaiologou, chair of the AAP Postdoctoral Organization, was invited to speak at the postdoctoral directors
workshop. Most LSU Perio faculty along with 3rd year perio residents attended the annual session in Boston. Perio alumni contributions
support the travel expenses for the third year residents.

LSUSD Wins 2018 Gies Award for Vision

We are proud to announce that the LSU School of Dentistry will receive one of the American Dental Education
Association (ADEA) 2018 Gies Award for Vision. Named after William J. Gies, PhD, the award honors individuals and organizations that exemplify the highest standards in oral health, dental education, research and leadership. The award recognizes the significant strides that the LSU Health Sciences Center and LSUSD have made
in Interprofessional Education. Many members of the LSUHSC community are responsible for the excellent IPE
programs that contributed to this award, which will be presented at the ADEA Annual Session in March. We
would also like to acknowledge the support that ADEA provides to dental schools across the country. ADEA
resources and services for faculty and students promote the advancement of dental education. Membership in
ADEA for faculty and students is free of charge.

GeauxPerio
Visit www.Geaux-Perio.com. This is a new site developed

Alumni News


Darryl Field, LSU Dent-1994 and Perio 1997 is a periodontist by day in Jacksonville Beach, FL and an
author by night. Last summer, he published his first
medical thriller titled, “Blood Memory Society.” It is
the first part of a trilogy. Check it out at
www.dafield.com.



Dr. Rafael Porras, Perio 2016, and his wife Andreja
announced the birth of their first baby, Liam Rafael
Porras, weighing 7.5 lbs this past October.



Dr. Laura Porras-Smith, Perio 2017 and her husband
welcomed their second baby, Emme Elizabeth
Smith, weighing 8.1 lbs, last July.

with the needs of the busy periodontist in mind. The site fea-

tures a board re-certification module which will save the
busy periodontist many hours by not having to find the ABP’s
reading references on their own. Journal Club abstracts from
current articles of interest pertaining to our specialty will be
presented on a regular basis and CE is offered. Rounding out
the features are our complete implant and perio literature
reviews from the 2016-2017 academic year. If you have not
seen it yet, check it out. You will be impressed with all the
features and content on the site.

WE WANT YOUR NEWS: If you have personal news to
share with our LSU Perio family, please send it to Dr.
Spindler at sspin1@LSUHSC.edu

Welcome Party for First Year Residents and Fellows.
Many thanks to Dr. Chuck McCabe for hosting this event in his beautiful home

Photos from 2017 Graduation Dinner, Restaurant Annunciation, June 22, 2017

From left: Dr. Jenny Herman, Dr. Afarin Arghami, Dr. Palaiologou, Dr. Phil Crum, Dr Hillary Wright, Dr. Mary Bush, Dr. H. Carmona, and Dr. Katie Chang

Southwest Society
of Periodontists
LSU residents and faculty will be
attending the Southwest Society of
Periodontists meeting. A group of
residents: Dr. Afarin Arghami, Dr.
Phil Crum, Dr. Jenny Herman and Dr.
David Long will be presenting at the
Interinstitutional meeting of the
SWSP in Dallas on Friday January 26.
We are very proud to be represented at this prestigious interinstitutional meeting.
LSU PERIODONTICS Newsletter is published by Steven Spindler, DDS and The
LSU School of Dentistry Department of Periodontics. Contact info: sspin1@lsuhsc.edu

The new Annex Building at the LSU Health Sciences Center School of Dentistryis nearing
completion. The two-story Annex Building will be approximately 40,000SF and has
been designed to house operations that previously occupied the basements and first
floors of the Administration, Plant, and Clinic Buildings. It will be a fabulous addition to
our campus.

Our department would like to extend a special thanks to all of our alumni supporters. Your consistent giving is going far in helping our
program deliver quality education to our residents. Our residents have accomplished a 100% board exam pass rate on the first try since
2010 and your support is an important part of that success. Remember, all contributions to The LSHUSC Foundation Periodontics
Funds are fully tax deductible and grant you access to The GeauxPerio website. We are rapidly approaching the end of 2017, so if you
want it to count for this year, click HERE . Thank you for your support of LSU Periodontics!!!

