
LSU PERIODONTICS 

We would like to extend our 

congratulations to our newest 

Diplomates of the American 

Board of Periodontology from 

the 2017 Perio Class: 

Dr. Rafik Dib 

Dr. Laura Porras-Smith 
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Congratulations Dr. Maney and  

Farwell Dr. Palaiologou  

Sadly Dr. Toula Palaiologou, DDS, MS, director of advanced 

education in Periodontics, will be leaving our department this 

September.  She has accepted a position at The University of 

Texas in San Antonio and will be working with Dr.  Brian 

Mealey.  Under her leadership, our post grad program has 

gained recognition for its’ outstanding preparation of young 

periodontists.  The program now boasts a near 100% pass 

rate on the AAP board diplomate examination and continual-

ly surpasses the CODA requirements.   

Dr. Pooja Maney has been with the perio department since 

2009. She completed her post doctoral training at The Ohio 

State University in Columbus, Ohio and received her PhD in 

Oral Biology and is a diplomate of The American Board of 

Periodontology. She is an associate 

professor  and has worked closely 

with Dr. Palaiologou ever since join-

ing the faculty.  She has been the 

course director for post-graduate 

periodontics research since 2013.  

She is well published and has au-

thored or coauthored over 20 pub-

lished papers.  We are very fortunate 

that our program will be guided by 

such a talented individual.  Dr. 

Maney hopes to continue and build 

upon the traditions and foundation 

begun by Dr. Palaiologou and we 

wish her great success.  

Visit GeauxPerio 

Visit www.Geaux-Perio.com.  Our website was developed with the 

needs of the busy periodontist in mind. The site features a board re-

certification module which will save the busy periodontist many 

hours by not having to find the ABP’s reading references on their 

own.  Journal Club abstracts from current articles of interest pertain-

ing to our specialty are  presented on a regular basis. Check it out. 

Full access is available to alumni donors. 

From Left; Dr. Palaiologou & Dr. Maney 



After lunch, the  graduating residents and implant fellows gave presentations of their work while training at LSU 

school of Dentistry.  Their presentations were followed by a wine and cheese reception for all participants to mingle. 

SAVE THE DATE– Next year’s Show and Tell event will be held on June 7, 2019 and our speaker will be Dr. Rodrigo 

Neiva from The University of Florida in Gainesville.   Show and Tell is an annual function which is underwritten by 

The R. Jack & Mary Louise Cassingham Endowed Chair in Periodontics.  If you have not attended one of our recent 

Show and Tell events make plans to do so.  We will send our formal announcement in the Spring, well in advance, so 

that you may make plans.  It is great way to reconnect with the dental school, our perio faculty and to come back to 

New Orleans to enjoy some of the nations' best dining venues. 

Dr. Spindler, Dr. Evans, , Dr. Greenwell and Dr. Palaiologou at 2018 Show and Tell 

Near 100 % Success Rate of  LSU Residents on ABP Exam 

since 2010.  The LSU postgraduate program in periodontics  

postgrad perio program has a very good recent track record  in can-

didates passing the ABP board exam on their first try!  19  out of 20 

graduating residents have become diplomates of The ABP.  We are 

very proud of this academic success !! 

2018 Show & Tell 
At this year's Show and Tell, we were 

treated to an outstanding presentation 

by Dr. Henry Greenwell.  Currently, Dr. 

Greenwell serves as Professor and 

Periodontics Section Head in the De-

partment of Oral Health and Rehabili-

tation at the University of Louisville 

School of Dentistry and as Director of 

the Graduate Periodontics Program.   

The title of his presentation was “The 

Role of Allografts in Implant Soft and 

Hard Tissue Site Development.” He 

extensively reviewed 25 years of re-

search in comparing various methods 

and materials that were done in his 

postgraduate clinic for site develop-

ment.  It was a fabulous 3 hour presen-

tation.  

    Dr. Mary Bush Wins 1st Place in SAP Pennel Competition 

We would like to congratulate Dr. Mary Elizabeth Bush, currently a 2nd year periodontal resident, for her first place in the 

Southern Academy of Periodontology’s annual Billy M. Pennel Graduate Student Research Competition.  LSU Perio enters 

this competition every year and this is the first time we have re-

ceived the first place award. 

Dr. Bush will be investigating the wound healing properties of 

Amnion Chorion membrane (ACM) to collagen membrane with 

and without platelet rich in growth factors.  The purpose of the 

study will be to test the hypothesis that human gingival fibroblast 

cells with have greater cell attachment, increased cell migration 

and greater osteogenic potential on amnion chorion membrane 

and collagen membrane with PRGF, than on a collagen mem-

brane alone.  The specific aims are to evaluate differences in cell 

attachment, cell proliferation and cell migration on the different 

membranes including ACM, collagen and collagen + PRGF and 

to determine the osteogenic potential of cells attached to different 

membranes including ACM, collagen and collagen + PRGF . 

PERIODONTICS Newsletter is published by 

Steven Spindler, DDS and  The LSU School of 

Dentistry Department of Periodontics. 

WE WANT YOUR NEWS:  If you have  personal 

news to share with our LSU Perio family, please 

send it to Dr. Spindler at sspin1@LSUHSC.edu 



Farewell to the 

Class of 2018 

Dr. David Long—will 

practice in both San 

Diego and Palm 

Springs California. 

Dr. Jyoti Sonkar—is 

currently interviewing 

for faculty positions at 

University of New Eng-

land and University of 

Florida.  

Dr. Marlon Foote– will 

practice for a few years 

in Orlando, FL with 

Greenberg Dental be-

fore returning to his 

island paradise, Jamai-

ca. 

 

From Left: Dr. David Long, Dr. Jyoti Sonkar, Dr. Toula Palaiologou,  and Dr. Marlon Foote 

first year perio  residents                                     implant fellows. 

Dr. Phoung Nguyen was born and raised in Saigon, Vietnam and moved to the US in 2010.  
She attended University of Houston and earned her BS degree.  She moved on to Dallas and earned 
her DDS from The Texas A&M College of Dentistry.  She is considering returning to Texas but is 
keeping an open mind about her plans post residency.   
Dr. Margaret Weber is from Cincinnati, OH.  She attended the University of Dayton and earned 
a BS in Biology.  She earned her DMD from the University of Kentucky.  She came to New Orleans 
for her residency and is may return to the Cincinnati area to practice. 
Dr. Ronald Young is from Hattiesburg, MS.  He has earned a B.S. in Biology, MS Biomedical 
Sciences from The University of Alabama.  He earned his DMD from The University of Mississippi 
School of Dentistry.  Ronald is engaged and currently is undecided as to where he may wish to prac-
tice.   
Dr. Katherine Carmona is from Viña Del Mar, Chile.  She attended dental school at The Univer-
sidad de Valparaiso and later completed a Periodontics residency at Universidad Andres Bello in 
Santiago, Chile.  She is interested in implant dentistry and wishes to master the restorative aspects.    
Dr. Nasrin Danaeifar is from Iran.  She earned her  DDS degree in 2013 from The Mashhad 
School of Dentistry, Mashhad, Iran.  She joins her husband here in New Orleans, who is  also attend-
ing LSU’s advanced education program in Prosthodontics. 

Join us in welcoming to our new: 



 

Photos from 2018 Graduation Dinner,  Brennan’s Restaurant June 22, 2018 

Melissa Johnson, Shelly Kattengell, Alana Harris 

Dr. Palaiogou bids residents farewell                   The traditional Dr. Evans send off for each resident 

           David Long                          Jyoti Sonkar                       Marlon Foote 

Drs. Chang, Simons, and Erian 

Perio Department takes 2nd and 3rd place in 
Research Day Competition 

Dr. David Long, center left,  was 

awarded 2nd place for his research 

paper, “Predicting Primary Implant 

Stability Using the Trabecular Bone 

Score.”  Dr. Jyoti Sonkar, center right, 

was awarded 3rd place for her paper, 

“Retrospective Study To Identify Any 

Associations Between Clinician Train-

ing And Dental Implant Failure Rate 

Using MATLAB.”  

2018-2018  LSU Perio resident class at Show and Tell CE event.  Front Left: Dr. 

Joyoti Sonkar, Dr. Jenny Herman, Dr. Toula Palaiologou, Dr. Steven Spindler, 

Dr. Afarin Arghami, and Dr. Hillary Wright..  Back Left: Dr. Mary Bush, Dr. Marlon 

Foote, Dr. Phil Crum, Dr. Hector Carmona, and Dr. David Long 

Dr Jessica Owens and Liz Mayer 


